




The first Discovering Christ training 
conference, held Nov. 5-6, 2009 at Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church 
(OLPH) in Ellicott City, MD., drew more 
than 30 people from eight states, including 
five priests and several deacons. 

Participants had the opportunity to 
learn more about the Discovering Christ 
evangelization process and get practical 
training on how to create the Discovering 
Christ experience in their 
parishes, campus ministries 
and small groups.

A highlight of the conference 
for many was connecting 
with others passionate about 
evangelization.

“I liked meeting many people 
who feel like me about Jesus,” 
one woman from a parish in 
Washington, DC shared.

Discovering Christ is a seven-week 
evangelizing process, consisting of seven 
sessions and a retreat day. At each session, 
participants gather for a meal, worship, 
teaching about the Gospel and small group 
discussion.

As a result of the conference, Deacon Dean 
Lopata from St. John’s in Severna Park, 
Md. wrote, “I received encouragement, 
wisdom, divine perspective, and renewed 
zeal for proclaiming Christ.”

On Thursday night of the conference, 
participants learned about the importance of 
the Holy Spirit and had the opportunity to 
receive prayer to be empowered to evangelize.

“After attending the conference I know how 
the Apostles felt before and after Pentecost. 
We may have just experienced a new 
Pentecost,” Stephen from Catonsville, MD 
shared in an email after the conference.

Conference presenters included Dave 
Nodar, Leo Rudegeair, Pete Ascosi, Dianne 
Martin, Fr. Erik Arnold, Fr. Marc Drouin, 
and two young adults who gave testimonies 
about the impact Discovering Christ has 
had on their lives.

“Having young people at the conference 
sharing how this course touched them 
and urging us to use it blew me away!” 
Fr. Saporito from St. Joseph Church in 
Maplewood, N.J. wrote. “People will 
respond when the message is delivered 

clearly and in an inviting way! Discovering 
Christ aims to do that! I left the conference 
eager to begin the preparation.”

Dave Nodar, director of ChristLife, 
emphasized that the conference was a 
step forward in the mission of the new 
evangelization.

“The enthusiasm and commitment among 
the participants to evangelization was 
particularly encouraging to our team,” Dave 
said. “We hope to continue to support those 
who will begin using Discovering Christ 
and together learn how to effectively build 
processes of making Catholic disciples in the 
context of our parishes, campus ministries 
and small faith communities.”

Discovering Christ Conference a Success
Participants 
at the 2nd 
day of the 
conference

3 Ways to Support 
C h r i s t L i f e

1 �Attend training to use Discovering 
Christ to evangelize people in your 
parish, neighborhood, or wider 
community. 

2 �Pray for the spread of the Gospel 
through Discovering Christ to the 
unchurched, marginalized, and 
lapsed in faith.

3 �Consider donating monthly to 
support the spread of Discovering 
Christ. Donate in the enclosed 
envelope or online at www.christ 
life.org/miva/merchant.mvc

Spreading Discovering Christ
ChristLife offered the Discovering Christ DVD package for purchase 
for the first time at the conference. The package is available to 
attendees of a training conference for $100. The package includes: 
The Discovering Christ DVD set, NOOMA DVD, and Electronic license  
to download manuals.

ChristLife is currently selling the package to only those who have gone through training  
to use Discovering Christ. The goal of this approach is to fully equip leaders to run Discovering 
Christ with excellence, not as another program, but as a process of evangelization. 

We are tentatively offering a two-day training conference in Spring 2010. If you are interested  
in the conference, please let us know, and we will contact you with details about the conference. 
Contact us at 410-531-7701 or info@christlife.org.

For more information on Discovering Christ, visit www.christlife.org/discover

Pete giving a talk at the conference



Events Calendar

Pray for us!

Men’s & Women’s groups for young adults 
Thursday nights, 7:30-9:30pm, through 
December 17 at ChristLife’s office and  
homes in Catonsville

Follow-up to Discovering Christ  
for OLPH participants 
Wednesday, 7:00-8:30pm, December 2 & 16 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Ellicott City, MD

Following Christ 
Wednesdays, 7:00-9:00pm, Jan 13-Mar 10, 
2010 at Our Lady of Perpetual Help,  
Ellicott City, MD

Mission of the Redeemer Seminar 
Wednesday, February 10, 2010 
St. Thomas Aquinas, Rio Rancho, NM

For more info, visit  
www.christlife.org/events.html
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Ellicott City, MD 21042
www.christlife.org
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ChristLife is a tax exempt ministry dedicated to equipping Catholics for the work of evangelization. To continue in this work, we depend entirely on the donations  
of fellow Christians like you. Please send donations to: CHRISTLIFE: 12280 Folly Quarter Road, Ellicott City, MD 21042 USA, We appreciate your support!
For more information on our mission and activities visit our web site: www.christlife.org

Exciting updates  
and reports on  
Discovering Christ!

Pete and Ally’s first baby arrives!
Ally, Pete’s wife, gave birth to Leyna Clare Ascosi, 5lb 9oz, on 
August 11, 2009. Pete thanks everyone for their prayers and  
all who have and continue to support this big and wonderful 
change in their lives! Ally and Pete named their daughter  
“Leyna” because the name means “shining light” and  
“Clare” because she was born on St. Clare of Assisi’s feast day. 

Summer/Fall Intern Says Goodbye
Brittany Hughes

For the past five months, I have 
had the opportunity to work with 
ChristLife in the new evangelization 
and contribute to Discovering Christ. 
It has been a wonderful experience. As 
a Catholic, I’d certainly heard of the 
new evangelization before ChristLife, 
but ChristLife has taught me how to 
take the new evangelization concept 
and apply it practically to my life. I’ve 
learned so much - from building web sites to pod casting to the importance 
of personal invitation and friendship in evangelization. Thanks Dave, Leo and 
Pete for the amazing opportunity.

If you are a young adult interested in ChristLife’s internship program, contact  
Pete Ascosi at 410.531.7701 or pete@christlife.org

Brittany with Fr. Francis Martin  
after a pod cast interview

Leyna Clare Ascosi


